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Belgian women who killed two children 
euthanized at her own request 
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Ukraine evacuates civilians from liberated city
KYIV 

UKRAINE on Thursday ordered 
the mandatory evacuation of  
vulnerable residents from the 
frontline city of  Kupiansk and 
adjacent northeastern territo-
ries as fears mount Russia will 
retake the key city and rail hub.

In September, Russian troops 
retreated from key cities in the 
northeastern Kharkiv region, in-
cluding Kupiansk. Kupiansk is 
near the frontline in eastern 

Ukraine and local residents fear 
it could be taken over again.

“Mandatory evacuation of  
families with children and resi-
dents with limited mobility be-
gan in Kupiansk community,” 
the Kharkiv regional military ad-
ministration posted on its web-
site on Thursday. 

“The decision was made... tak-
ing into account the unstable se-
curity situation due to constant 
shelling of  the territory of  the 
community by Russian troops,” 

it added.  Kharkiv region gover-
nor Oleg Synegubov said Thurs-
day Russia “shelled” several set-
tlements in the region with 
artillery, multiple rocket launch-
ers and mortars, including the 
city of  Kupiansk.

Meanwhile, the head of  Rus-
sian mercenary group Wagner 
said the group had “practically 
encircled” Bakhmut, an indus-
trial city in eastern Ukraine that 
has seen the fiercest fighting of  
Moscow’s invasion.

The Kremlin meanwhile 
warned the West against provid-
ing more arms to Ukraine, as key 
Kyiv backers President Joe Bi-
den and German Chancellor Olaf  
Scholz were set to meet in 
Washington.

Ukraine has said it will defend 
“fortress Bakhmut” for as long 
as possible but this week officials 
said the situation was becoming 
increasingly difficult. 

Russia is determined to seize 
Bakhmut — a now-destroyed city 

once known for its sparkling 
wine — as part of  its wider aim 
of  capturing the entire Donetsk 
region. “Wagner paramilitary 
group units have practically sur-
rounded Bakhmut, only one road 
remains” to be captured, Yevg-
eny Prigozhin said in a video on 
Telegram. The stocky 61-year old 
has regularly been posting about 
advances of  Wagner, his once-
shadowy force that has taken 
centre stage in the fight in east-
ern Ukraine. AFP

MOSCOW

BELARUS on Friday handed a 10-year jail 
term to Nobel Prize winning activist Ales 
Bialiatski, drawing immediate condemna-
tion internationally.

Bialiatski, who founded the authoritar-
ian nation’s most prominent right group, 
has repeatedly run into trouble with secu-
rity forces in Belarus, which is often de-
scribed as “Europe’s last dictatorship”.

He was in the dock with two allies after 
they were jailed in the aftermath of  his-
toric demonstrations against the disputed 
re-election of  Belarus strongman Presi-
dent Alexander Lukashenko in 2020.

The 60-year-old and his associates had 
been been convicted of  smuggling and fi-
nancing “activities that grossly violate 
public order”, said the Viasna (Spring) 
rights group founded by Bialiatski.

Bialiatski was on Friday handed a 10-
year sentence, while co-defendants Valen-
tin Stefanovich was given nine years in 
prison and Vladimir Labkovich was jailed 
for seven. “These are very cruel sentences, 
for all of  them,” Bialiatski’s wife Natalya 
Pinchuk said in comments. “The terms 
are horrific.”

Labkovich’s wife Nina said her family 
had not expected a miracle, but did not ex-
pect this much. “Still, this hurts very 
much. It’s not possible to accept this,” she 
added.

Co-defendant Valentin Stefanovich’s 
wife Alina expressed hope that those who 
have persecuted the activists would one 
day be held to account. “Spring will come,” 

she said, citing her husband.
The defendants have said they were in-

nocent of  the charges.  A fourth defendant, 
Dmitry Solovyov, who was tried in absen-
tia, was sentenced to eight years.

The terms drew immediate condemna-
tion, with the UN saying that “the arbi-
trary arrest and detention of  Belarusian 
human rights defenders on politically mo-
tivated charges are alarming.”

German Foreign Minister Annalena 
Baerbock slammed the charges and pro-
ceedings as a “farce”, saying the rights 
campaigners were being judged “simply 
for their years-long fight for the rights, 
dignity and freedom of  the people of  
Belarus”.

Bialiatski was among the three co-recip-
ients of last year’s Nobel Peace Prize, 
alongside Russian and Ukrainian rights 
groups. AFP

Nobel winner Bialiatski jailed for 10 
years over poll protest in Belarus

Ales Bialiatski

DON’T WATCH 
THE CLOCK; DO 
WHAT IT DOES. 

KEEP GOING
SAM LEVENSON


